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Friday, March 8, 2019, 8:30-9:45am 

 
In this session, attendees were divided into groups and traveled to various stations together. We 
discussed ways to arrange classrooms for stations, developing routines and procedures to 
maximize learning, and establishing a mathematics community where students communicate, 
take risks, and engage deeply in the mathematics. Next, we identified types of activities to use 
for stations along with their pros and cons, analyzed the best type of activity to use for a given 
outcome, and develop ways to organize stations and communicate options to students. Finally, 
we identified how to group students, determined when to use whole group or small group lessons 
for instruction, and discussed how to create small group lessons that are fair, but not necessarily 
equal. 
 
 
 
Friday, March 8, 2019, 10:00-11:15am 

 
In this session, I participated in a lesson on using Algeblocks to teach students about perimeter, 
area, surface area, and volume. This lesson was in an investigative format and the class 
discussions were led by the students in the room. I observed how the presenters monitored the 
'students' in the room and used guided questioning to lead them through the discussions. 
 
  



VCTM 2019 Annual Conference 

Friday, March 8, 2019, 12:30-1:45pm 

 
I learned a lot about classroom management in this session. This teacher sets up almost all of her 
activities as group work and each class has various teams within in that work together to earn 
points throughout the quarters. She had some great ideas about getting rid of phones during class 
and providing a welcoming environment that I plan on using in my classroom. 
 
 
 
Friday, March 8, 2019, 2:00-3:15pm 

 
In this session I learned about strategies to help students understand fractions, mainly as a part to 
whole concept. The presenters gave us strategies that did not require any additional materials 
besides paper or white boards, such as folding a paper to model multiplying fractions. 
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Friday, March 8, 2019, 3:30-4:30pm 
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Saturday, March 9, 2019, 8:15-9:30pm 

 
In this session I learned about another online tool to engage the entire class, called Nearpod. In 
addition, I learned about additional ways to help students learn Algebra I concepts, such as 
making a large coordinate grid using a large tarp and masking tape to provide a kinesthetic 
learning experience. I also learned how to give students a visual model for simplifying radical 
expressions using graph paper. 
 
 
 
Saturday, March 9, 2019, 9:45-11:00am 

 
In this session I learned about a very different way of notetaking. Interactive student notebooks 
provide students a sense of ownership in their notes and allows the teacher to make the notes 
mainly centered around student thinking. It provides a way for teachers to switch around the 
note-taking process so that it is less 'telling' by the teacher.  
 
 
 
 


